1674 Higzh 5t.
Banyood, u. Va.
april 26, 1961

friend Al,

Just got your card. Many thanka. #Lll Try. Did not have
the flu. I have recgurrent bronchitlis. . #hen it gets damp

it rscurrs., Howaver the main troubdle was in the sigmold
flexure of the colen. Cystits of the bladder and then al oug
came the brogehitis back. I couldn't shake 1t. Thought I
had cancer of the colon. This becaune of the pald, and the
kindly adivice of the doc te mske certaln financial arrongem-
nenta.

Xnough of that. I rtave mislald your last letter, but I ras-
memnber the moat of Lt. I deplore fristien, apd would ratbher not
communilcate tham continuaily beAt one another'a throats.

I know that there Lis the temptation which you have extanded,
that bilg thigge wmay be gained, '

I get rather comfused. I know that nothing has sver hasn
proven legioally, or by reason. Yat we have to uss aome
mediom of communication....and while & "koan" niay be a sublime
vacter lhdicating er wmim inspiring bignesa....l am still atunk
with the need to be rational or attempt t o be. :

The moat of my irrigtation steme from not bsing abla to pin

you downs - Yot 1 felt amenabla to aontlnuing what was apparsntly
8 madball corragpondence 4f it produnged anything. If we

are nct golng to B2 logleal or pretand %o try t> he, then it
32uld wst mablter mhat I writae.

I do not know you. And I know that nobody counld sxpect me to
under the sonditlons. You often reler to psychoanalytic valne
to the lettera. Anybody sane by moidern psycnlatric standards
would say we¥ were Both nuts if they read our matl. ind 4 man
would inde2d be foolish to sommlt hineelf to someone he dil nct
know. -

Jeapite all thig, {(as you hint) I do not wigsh 4o pases up a crhxn 2e
to grow in the right #ir-ction. I sometimes get the fosling tn:it
you might well bs in a position to do as muok harm ae good....1f
#ere 80 lnelined. Then I think of the wordas of 3t. Terems, 5t.
Johm of the Cross and few others (who pgreviionely I thoughtto

Be drunk on mysticism) ard them that mgybhe that 1im mhat you are
driving at.

snother faotor of difficulty: Up to now, I bhave made a senr:h

for the truth, by following the i{des that Lt permeated all reli--

fons and that all I bad to do was narrow doan least ocommun dencae-
i inatora of 2ll of them. PFroa thla I arrived at a pod@ition

snly receatly where I thoughit I mas cloas. But then your




